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Dear Parents/Guardians:

This report contains the results of the first year of the Montana Comprehensive
Assessment System Criterion-Referenced Test (CRT) that your child took last spring.
The major purpose of the CRT is to provide schools with solid information to evaluate
and improve curriculum and instruction to help all students meet Montana’s reading
and mathematics standards. This report provides important information about your
child’s performance on the assessment, along with state results.

The CRT contains multiple-choice and short-answer questions. The test measures
a student’s knowledge of subject matter identified in the Montana State Standards for
Reading and Mathematics. Your child’s results in reading and mathematics are reported
in one of four performance levels. These performance levels are defined on the back
cover of this report.

It is important to remember that the CRT is just one measure of your child’s
academic progress. Your local school staff can provide further information about your
child’s performance in school. The CRT, which is required by the No Child Left Behind
Act, is part of an ongoing statewide educational improvement process. Working together,
we can ensure that Montana’s children continue to receive a high-quality education.

Sincerely,

Linda McCulloch
Montana Superintendent of Public Instruction

The Performance Level Descriptors below describe students’ knowledge, skills, and
abilities in a content area. These descriptions provide a picture or profile of student
achievement at the four performance levels: Advanced, Proficient, Nearing
Proficiency, and Novice.

Advanced
This level denotes superior performance.

Proficient
This level denotes solid academic performance for each benchmark. Students
reaching this level have demonstrated competency over challenging subject matter,
including subject-matter knowledge, application of such knowledge to real-world
situations, and analytical skills appropriate to the subject matter.

Nearing Proficiency
This level denotes that the student has partial mastery or prerequisite knowledge
and skills fundamental for proficient work at each benchmark.

Novice
This level denotes that the student is beginning to attain the prerequisite knowledge
and skills that are fundamental for work at each benchmark.

Score Ranges
Reading Mathematics

Advanced (283-300) (286-300)
Proficient (250-282) (250-285)
Nearing Proficiency (225-249) (225-249)
Novice (200-224) (200-224)
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